
FEBRUARY 17, 2015

 
Gates requests an additional $900,000 in state funds 
for the Vocational Rehabilitation Division to match 1:4 
federal dollars for an estimated total of $4.5 million to 
serve 1,400 people in the community.


GATES	  members	  have	  had	  to	  cut	  services	  and	  curtail	  programs	  in	  
the	  last	  2	  years	  due	  to	  a	  reduced	  budget	  alloca;on	  to	  the	  Georgia	  
Voca;onal	  Rehabilita;on	  Agency	  a>er	  the	  agency	  was	  moved	  out	  
of	  the	  Georgia	  Department	  of	  Labor	  and	  aCached	  to	  the	  Georgia	  
Department	  of	  Human	  Services.	  

‣	  	  	  This	  is	  a	  1	  to	  4	  match,	  truly	  the	  best	  investment	  for	  Georgians.	  
‣	  	  Every	  person	  we	  put	  to	  work	  returns	  $16	  back	  to	  their	  local	  
communi5es.	  
‣	  	  	  We	  turn	  tax	  consumers	  into	  independent	  taxpayers.	  
‣	  	  These	  addi?onal	  funds	  will	  serve	  another	  1,400	  Georgians	  with	  
disabili5es	  in	  need	  of	  training	  and	  supports	  toward	  full	  
employment	  across	  Georgia.	  
‣	  	  	  These	  funds	  will	  begin	  to	  move	  the	  agency	  toward	  full	  funding	  
to	  draw	  down	  the	  allocated	  federal	  matching	  funds.	  

GATES	   is	   a	   statewide	   organiza;on	   represen;ng	   community	  
rehabilita;on	  providers	   (CRPs)	   that	  serve	  people	  with	  disabili;es	  
and	  other	  barriers	   to	  employment.	   	  GATES	   is	  governed	  by	  a	   ten	  
member	   Board	   of	  Directors,	  which	  meets	   quarterly.	   Each	   CRP	   is	  
operated	   as	   an	   independent	   non-‐profit	   corpora;on.	   	   Our	   CRPs	  
offer	  the	  full	  spectrum	  of	  services	  to	  people	  throughout	  Georgia,	  
including	   individuals	   with	   cogni;ve,	   emo;onal	   or	   physical	  
disabili;es,	   and	   some	   specialized	   programs	   for	   people	   with	  
developmental	   disabili;es,	   mental	   illness,	   deaf	   and/or	   hearing	  
impaired,	   blind	   and	   low	   vision,	   in	   addi;on	   to	   trauma;c	   brain	  
injuries.	  Collec;vely,	  GATES	  member	  agencies	  are	  instrumental	  in	  
assis;ng	  par;cipants	   toward	   full	   integra;on	   into	   the	   community	  
and	  compe;;ve	  employment.	  
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